
MILK SUPPLY

March 2021 Milk Supply: 13.27 million litres.
March 2020 Milk Supply: 11.68 million litres
This represents a 14% increase on 2020.
Milk supply for April to date is up by 9% .

MILK PRICE

The price for March has been increased by 1 cent
per litre giving a base price at 3.6% Butterfat and
3.3% Protein of 35.08 cents per litre including SCC
bonus and VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 4.28% butterfat and 3.34%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       38.40
Fixed Milk 4 =  35.43
Fixed Milk 5 =   34.79
Fixed Milk 6 =  36.15
Average Price = 38.33

DAIRY MARKETS

The Dairy market outlook remains positive on the 
back of muted European output. Three of the big 
milk producers, France, Germany and the Nether-
lands all posted negative growth for the first quarter. 
In contrast the U.S. is showing strong growth but 
this has not impacted market sentiment to date. Not 
all commodities have benefited to the same extent 
from the rising tide. Price increases for butter, milk 
powders and casein have been significant since the 
beginning of the year while cheese prices have re-
mained relatively static. It is to be hoped that the 
positivity in these other markets will impact cheese 
prices as the year progresses.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION MILK BONUS

The Committee of Management has decided to
maintain the qualification criteria for the 2021 milk
bonus at a spend of 7 cents of goods purchased from
the Coop per litre of milk supplied. There has been
no change to this criteria since 2018.   Your year to
date spend per litre is shown on your milk statement
every month.  The 2020 milk bonus will be included
in next month’s milk payments

Many of you are aware of the new veterinary medicine
regulation that will come into effect at the end of
January 2022.  While antibiotics may still be used
therapeutically, for example to treat mastitis, it may not
be used to prevent infection.  This will change how
farmers can use dry cow antibiotic in particular, as you
can no longer use it in cows that don’t have any
evidence of infection.  You might ask how are you
supposed to decide if a cow needs antibiotics at drying
off or not? This is why milk recording is so important,
now, more than ever. You need to have individual cow
information, collected from every cow during their
lactation. To get the best information from these milk
records, the first milk recording should be done within
2 months of calving and the last recording within a
month of drying off and the remainder spread out
during the rest of the lactation.

If you haven’t started milk recording yet, it’s never too
late to start.  Contact: Munster Bovine: 022 43228

MILK RECORDING

Best wishes to Dick Kingston who
retired as Piggery Manager last
month having worked for the Co-
op for 44 years. He will continue
to oversee the construction of the
new fattening houses on the unit.
Leslie Sweetnam takes over as
manager – we wish him well in his
new role.”



NITRATES DEROGATION
LISAVAIRD FARMS

There are currently 96 cows milking, with 4 left to calve.  Yields are holding well despite the lack of grass
at 27 ltrs/head/day @ 4.04% BF and 3.47% P (month to date).  This equates to 2.09 Kg of milk solids per
cow.  SCC is running at 92 and TBC is at 6.

Grass, or lack of it, is a hot topic at the moment.
A grass walk on April 15th showed that our
average farm cover was a 516 kgs DM per ha, quite
a bit lower than the PASTURE BASE target of
550-800.  The farm is only growing 22 kgs per day
so to compensate for that we have started zero
grazing and are giving cows access to silage/zero
grazed grass by night and grazing paddocks by day.
With 5 kgs of a 16% ration in the parlour and 1.5
kgs also of fodder beet being fed we have dropped
demand to match growth.  Hopefully with the
current rise in temperatures and “the drop of
rain” growth will get back on track and normal spring grazing can resume.

The focus now turns to spring breeding and our plan start date is May 1st.  As usual we have put our bulling
heifers in with the milking herd to make heat detection easier by having only one breeding group.  These
heifers will all be bred to sexed semen and once served, will be moved to the outside block along with an
Aberdeen Angus stock bull.  Sexed semen is working very well with our heifers.

The autumn bred heifers were scanned ten days ago, conception to first service was 70% which we are
thrilled with.  The rest, bar one, held to the second serve and only one ended up visiting the Angus.  The
plan is to use sexed semen on more cows this spring targeting cross-breeds and earlier calving younger
cows, in good condition that have cycled a number of times.  Our aim is to have all our replacements born
in the first three weeks of calving to our most fertile cows.

After a relatively trouble free calving season it is nice to finally see all stock out and while looking forward
to the coming breeding season we hope that grass growth reaches the 40 kgs/ha/day it is forecasted to
do.



NITRATES DEROGATION

By Joe Patton, Teagasc Nutritionist & John Mc Namara, Teagasc

‘My milk fat has dropped in the last two weeks- should I be
worried?’  This is a frequent question arising for spring calving
herds fed high quality grass during May.  The common
assumption is that low milk fat is caused by ‘very lush grass’
not having enough fibre; this will result in rumen acidosis
with negative consequences for herd health. Cows loose in
the dung etc. is taken as evidence.

The stock answers are usually ‘feed silage/straw at milking’ ‘feed a rumen buffer’, even where grass supply
is adequate. However, responses to these measures are variable to poor in practice.  Cows in most cases
are milking very well, have good appetites and look otherwise healthy. So is there a problem at all?

It is certainly the case that low milk fat on an indoor diet is cause for concern. It indicates rumen acidosis
driven by high starch content and insufficient fibre intake.  This causes significant health issues due to
production of excess lactic acid by the rumen bacteria.  Low milk fat in this context would be less than
3.25%.

On the other hand, low milk fat % as an indicator of rumen health problems does not directly translate 
for a grazing context.  Why?  Because the cause of reduced milk fat in grazing cows is somewhat different 
than that associated with classical acidosis on grain diets.  The mechanism involves specific fatty acids 
(CLA) derived from digestion of quality grass in the rumen.  These CLA alter milk fat by reducing the 
activity of a key enzymes controlling fat synthesis in the udder.

Fibre digestion and rumen health are generally not affected.  The temporary change to milk fat production
on high quality grass diets thus occurs within the udder, not in the rumen as for the high starch diet.  High
quality 2nd rotation grass increases the effect, as some of this grass can contain quite high levels of lipid.
Cows also at peak yield the drop in milk fat can be quite noticeable.

For this reason, it is not the case that rumen health and therefore cow health must be poor, if milk fat is
low.  Studies have shown rumen pH to be similar for herds at 3.90% fat and <3.45% milk fat grazing high
quality pasture- differences were due to lipid content (added to the diet) not fibre in the diet.  Indeed, fibre
digestion (measured by disappearance rate of NDF in the rumen) was not different in these studies.  This
is not to say that good management of rumen pH and adequate fibre at grass is not important however.

Some key guidelines are:

● Genetics- we have looked at a number of herds in the west Cork region and there is a strong
association between a cow/herd genetics for milk fat % and milk fat % in May. A herd with zero to
negative PD for fat % on their EBI report could expect milk fat to be around 3.6% in May

● Stage of lactation – Milk fat % at peak yield is generally expected to be 0.4 to 0.5% lower than the
lactation average. So a herd delivering 4.3% fat for the year will usually be expected to be 3.8% to
3.9% in May

● High intakes (17+kg DM) of quality grass on 24 hour allocations in good grazing conditions.

● Maintain pre-grazing covers >1300kg DM and post grazing residuals of 4.0 to 4.5cm

LOW MILK FAT AT GRASS - CAUSE FOR CONCERN?
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● Ensure minimum NDF requirement (33-35% of
DM) is met where grass is in deficit. High quality
grass is typically 37-42% NDF providing
adequate fibre). Around 75% of total diet NDF
should come from forage.

● Feeding slower degradability concentrate
ingredients when feed deficits arise.  Maize is
preferable to barley or wheat as the starch in it
is degraded more slowly.  Soya hulls/beet pulp
are good sources of NDF. Citrus pulp has low
fibre content and increases acidosis risk at high
inclusion rates.

When all these conditions are met and milk fat still
is low, it is likely a CLA/ grass composition effect.
What to do?  Continue to meet the points listed
above.  Experience has shown that such cases
resolve themselves in 2-3 weeks when rumen
conditions adapt and/or grass composition
changes but cows remain healthy throughout.

DAFFODIL DAY 2021

A massive thank you to all our customers & staff who
donated generously to Daffodil Day 2021, raising €1,172


