
MILK SUPPLY

December 2020 Milk Supply: 4.35 million litres.
December 2019 Milk Supply: 3.88 million litres
This represents a 12% increase on 2019.
Milk supply for January to date is up by 6%.

MILK PRICE

There is no change in price for December milk.  The
December base price of 33.66 cent per litre
including SCC bonus and VAT reflects a small
increase due to an increase in the VAT rate from
5.4% to 5.6%.  It includes a 1 cent per litre
contribution from the Volatility Fund.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 4.54% butterfat and 3.52%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       38.77
 Fixed Milk 4 =  38.04
  Fixed Milk 5 =   38.05
 Fixed Milk 6 =  37.38
  Average Price =  38.65

DAIRY MARKETS

Prices for the main dairy commodities – cheese,
butter and skim powder- have remained stable
heading into 2021.

While lockdowns around the world have impacted
food service there is no major stock build
overhanging the market. Current demand appears to
be matching supply growth of 1.5 to 2%.

The hope is that increasing vaccine availability will
allow food service to recover in Quarter 2 giving
dairy demand a further boost.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

Here’s a checklist to help ensure your
return to milking goes smoothly.

Returning to Milk Production
2020 DAFM animal health cert must be on file
before commencing milk supply. Milk cannot be
collected without this.

Milk must be:
● Less than 4 days old at point of collection
● A minimum volume of 300 litres
● Over the agitator blade to ensure it can be

correctly cooled and agitated.
● Must be free from antibiotics, colostrum and teat

sealer residues. Milk must be tested for TBC
and Antibiotics before first collection

Do not send in milk:
● That has frozen and subsequently thawed as it will

be extremely high in TBC.
● That is from a small number of fresh cows

collected over several days as it is unsuitable for
processing.

● Milk must be excluded for at least the first 8 – 10
milkings from individual    cows – this is not
suitable for processing. Sealer residue can be an
issue for processing.

Before starting milking:
● Service and test both the bulk tank and milking

machine.
● Hot wash and descale your bulk tank and milking

machine several times before milking starts.
● Change liners.
● Make sure you have filters ready to go.
● Check you have fresh detergent chlorine free,

descale and teat disinfectant in stock.
Do not use old stock as it will have high
chlorate levels which cause residue
issues.

RETURN TO MILKING



PREPARING FOR A SUCCESSFUL DRY COW PERIOD

NITRATES DEROGATION

This year will be a very important one for dairy
farmers in terms of being prepared for the new

veterinary medicines legislation that will be in place
from January 2022. This legislation will mean that
dairy farmers will need to change how they use
antibiotics, and antibiotics can no longer be used as
a preventative measure i.e., when drying off
uninfected cows. Change can be challenging, however
sometimes the thought of having to change is worse
than the process itself. If we are well prepared for
the new legislation, there will be no need to fear it.

Ultimately, this new legislation is about protecting
antibiotics and doing all that we can to make sure
they remain effective in humans

Plan your mastitis management for the coming year;
for example, if you are not milk recording, you need
to get started. Milk recording is the best way of
identifying cows that need antibiotic treatment at
drying off. Completing a milk recording within 60
days of calving shows you how successful the dry
cow treatment was at curing infections and identifies
cows that picked up new infections during the dry
period. Identify any cows that had a high SCC last
year and pay close attention to them when they calve
for any evidence of clinical mastitis.

Another important aspect of mastitis management
is to identify what pathogens are present in your herd
by building a profile from any clinical cases that occur
during the year. Aseptic milk samples should be
collected from any clinical case before you start
treatment. These can be frozen for several months,
and then if you have a few them they can all be sent
to the laboratory together. Make sure they are
correctly identified.

Do not forget to record all clinical cases of mastitis
and ideally send the information to ICBF. The more
information we can gather on each cow during the
lactation the better prepared we will be when it
comes to cow selection for selective dry cow therapy
at the end of their lactation, and better cow selection
will mean better results.

Other jobs that should be on the ‘to do’ list include:

● Service the milking machine, check teat sprayer
and nozzles and change the liners.

● Have the calving area clean, disinfected, properly
set up and ready to go.

● Closely monitor cows and heifers that are near
calving, as they are most susceptible to mastitis in
the last 2 weeks before they calve.

● Keep the cubicles dry and clean - it can get a bit
tiresome at this stage of the winter, but spring is
coming, and they will be outdoors before you
know it!

● Parlour train heifers. Teat spraying at this time has
been shown to significantly reduce new infections.
Examine them for any obvious warts that may
require veterinary assistance.

● Stock up on supplies e.g., gloves, teat disinfectant,
milk sample bottles, calving equipment, marker,
California Mastitis Test, calcium, salt (for frozen
yards and milking machines).

● Complete maintenance and repairs on areas that
could pose a mastitis risk once cows are left out-
roadways, around troughs etc.

ARE YOU SPRING READY?



PREPARING FOR A SUCCESSFUL DRY COW PERIOD

NITRATES DEROGATION

There are currently 56 cows milking, 48 Autumn
calvers, 8 Spring calvers (to be dried off this

week).
Cows are yielding 31 ltrs/head @ 4.04% B.F. And
3.27% P = 2.3Kgs MS/head.  SCC is 46 and TBC is at
10.  They are being fed silage, 2Kgs D.M. Of sugar
beet and between 4Kg and 8Kgs of a 21% ration,
depending on yield.

Last year’s production and quality results were
517Kgs of milk solids per cow from 4.06% B.F., 3.6%
P, SCC 88, TBC 14, Therm 161.

Breeding for next Autumn started on January 1st and
so far there has been an 80% submission rate.  Again,
sexed semen is being used on crossbred cows and
heifers.

2020 was a strange grass growing year.  The milking
platform grew 13.5T of DM/HA, our highest yet,
despite not getting our first round of fertilizer out
until March 13th.  We managed 8.5 grazing rotations
only due to the very wet start to the year and again
in August.

Rainfall recorded for the year was also a record high
at 2,376 mls, with 3 months giving over 300 mls,
(February, August and December).

Despite this the closing cover on the farm on
December 1st was 735Kgs DM/HA.  We are on
target to have an opening cover of 1100Kgs on
February 1st.  Soil samples taken in December show
a significant part of the farm has index 2 for K, so the
first fertilizer to be spread will be 19.0.15, a strong
bag to the acre, once we get a clear forecast.

Chlorine free is here to stay for all now.  We have
been chlorine free for over two years at this stage
and by and large our quality results have not been
impacted much.  That said, we have had a few
‘disasters’ where TBCs skyrocketed.  A faulty
detergent pump on the parlour’s automatic washer,
not picked up until a rise in TBCs was the culprit.
Another was crystals forming in detergent delivery
line in the bulk tank washer, resulting in detergent
not getting through and another spike in TBCs.

Our milking machine
service partner suggested
we pick one milking per
week to stay with the
machine as it went through
all if its cycles to make sure
nothing was amiss.  We
have been doing this and
since we started, thankfully we have had no further
issues

What has been a huge help has been our endless hot
water supply.  We installed a gas water heating
system when the parlour was upgraded in 2017, a
great investment.  It give us ample hot water (75º)
for both parlour and bulk tank.  Chlorine free
requires a bit more effort but if you find a product
and a routine that both works and suits your set-up,
it should pose no major challenges.  In our
experience though it is vital to keep a regular eye on
detergent levels, how automation is working and how
the machine and bulk tank are actually working.

2021 has started off well from a farming perspective
in Kippagh.  Dry cows putting on condition, some

slurry gone out in good
conditions.  Autumn
calvers milking well and
fertilizer in the yard waiting
to go out.  In these difficult
times we have to be
thankful for small mercies.

LISAVAIRD FARMS



NITRATES DEROGATION

With calving season taking off on many farms, make sure you have all the essentials you may need such
as this high quality stainless steel milk feeder from Condon Engineering!

Caroline Walsh, Ballinascarthy, Winner of
the West Cork Dairy Farmer of the Year
category, sponsored by AIB, in the West
Cork Farming Awards,

Pictured with four of her five children,
Leanne (7), Conor (6), Louise (4) and Daniel
(8). Missing from the photo is Caroline's
daughter Katelyn (14)

Congratulations


