
MILK SUPPLY

June 2021 Milk Supply: 15.75 million litres.
June 2020 Milk Supply: 15.83 million litres
This represents a 0.5% decrease on 2020.
Milk supply for July to date is down by 2%.

MILK PRICE

There is no change in price for June milk. The base
price at 3.6% Butterfat and 3.3% Protein remains at
36.14 cents per litre including SCC bonus and VAT.
The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 3.90% butterfat and 3.40%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       38.24
 Fixed Milk 4 =  34.24
  Fixed Milk 5 =   33.62
 Fixed Milk 6 =  34.94
  Average Price =  38.11

DAIRY MARKETS

Dairy markets are still holding steady despite signs of
stronger growth in some exporting regions and
particularly in the U.S.  Strong Chinese imports
continue to underpin world markets. Retail demand
is still good, not at last year’s lock down levels but
ahead of 2019.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

19th July 2021

� Introduction to Farm Safety Week 2021
� The Dairy Edge Podcast - Mind your back
� Video featuring Teagasc Farm Safety Specialists

20th July 2021

� Dying to get the job done? Tiredness can kill
� The Beef Edge Podcast
� Video on the effects of tiredness and the

importance of good work organisation/tidy
farmyard

21st July 2021

� Farm Safety may not cost the earth but not
doing it may cost your life

� Staying safe in the sun
� Livestock handling
� Know your blind spots
� Quad safety
� Safety when handling a cow in calf

22nd July 2021

� Protecting the public safety at silage season
� Protecting yourself from infectious diseases

23rd July 2021

� Your Health. Your Safety. Your Choice
� Lighten the load: Farmers Have Hearts

TIME FOR A LINER CHANGE?

Changing milk liners at 2,000 milkings will give
you real production benefits:
● Shorter milking time
● Reduced cup slip
● Lower somatic cell count
● Increased yield

See in store for great deals on our range of liners



How N Leaching Occurs:
Nitrate leaching occurs during times of heavy or
prolonged rainfall. Free draining soils are particularly
susceptible to nitrate loss due to its high mobility in soil
and readily leaches to groundwater. The highest risk is
at the shoulders of the year in winter and early spring
due to unfavourable weather and where the nitrogen is
not being used by the plant due to poor crop growth.

Source control is often listed as a key mitigation action
for nitrogen leaching. It is important to understand that
Nitrogen on a farm can be deposited onto soil in many
ways through fertiliser, slurry, soiled water and animal
deposits.

Nitrogen in the soil can take a number of different forms,
such as nitrate and ammonium depending on what
you spread and also natural conversions happening in the
soil through microbial activity.

CAN is made up of half ammonium and half nitrate, after
spreading CAN a large pool of nitrate is available for
leaching if unfavourable conditions occur.

Protected urea  converts to the ammonium form of
nitrogen when applied to soil. Ammonium is more stable
in soil than nitrate and less susceptible to leaching due
to its positive charge. Soil microbes convert ammonium
to nitrate almost like a steady conveyer belt; plants take
up both nitrate and ammonium as required for growth.
Over supply of any nitrogen can result in leaching
occurring if conditions are unfavourable.

The pathway for leached nitrate is our ground water
supplies via the soil, the groundwater eventually ends up
in the river (receptor) and the river carries the nitrate
to the estuary.

In free draining areas, nitrate can move from the soil to
the river from months to years but as we move to
moderately drained areas it can take up to decades.

Mitigation Actions

Improve NUE:
Nitrogen use efficiency (NUE)  is the quantity of

nutrient recovered by a crop
relative to the nutrients supplied
from soil, applied fertilisers,
manures and ultimately how much
is recovered in the end product we
are selling in terms of milk, meat or
crops. Efficient use of nitrogen is
essential to achieving maximum
crop growth and achieving a greater
return on each kg of fertiliser you invest in.

Current National Farm Survey Sustainability reports put
Irish dairy farms at 25% NUE in terms of their ability to
recover N from their N imports (feed, fertiliser etc.) via
milk sales, cattle sales and grass/crop yield. With an
industry target of 35% looming there is scope for
improvement.

What can we do in 2021?

● Ensure adequate slurry storage is in place to avoid
spreading in unfavourable conditions

● Soil Test and develop a nutrient management plan
with you advisor

● Monitor soil temperature, provided conditions are
suitable, nitrogen application should coincide with the
onset of spring growth – this happens once soil
temperatures reach 5.5 degrees C or above and
climbing

● Ensure heavy or prolonged rain is not forecast when
spreading fertiliser/slurry and don’t spread if machine
is tracking ground

● Adhere to buffer zones

● LESS (Low Emission Slurry Spreading) increases the
amount of N recovered for slurry and allows for a
reduction in applied fertiliser N

● Use of grass-clover systems. White clover can
increase the tonnes dry matter grown (+ 1 – 1.5 t
DM/ha) increase animal performance as it is a higher
quality feed, and it can reduce the need for chemical
nitrogen which increases the nitrogen use efficiency
(NUE) on farms

● Calibrate your fertiliser spreader, this makes sense
financially and environmentally

NITRATE LEACHING

Cashels Vari-Width
Double Bale Handler

Was €2200
Now €2100

Cashels Hydraulic
Front Loader
Was €1400
Now €1350Cashels Double Ducks

Foot Bale handler
Was €1450
Now €1400



Selective dry cow therapy involves administering a
dry cow tube only to cows with infection during the
lactation. The remaining cows will receive an internal
teat sealant only as a preventative against infection
getting into the udder during the dry cow period. It
is extremely important to administer dry cow tubes
and teal sealants in a very hygienic manner ensuring
to clean and sterilise the teat before insertion. The
process has already been adopted on many dairy
farms in West Cork with great success. However, it
is not without risk and therefore it is vital that the
process is properly
planned and administered
with the help of your milk
advisor and Vet.

Milk Recording

Before deciding to proceed with selective dry cow
therapy in your herd, it is important to assess the
current infection levels at herd level. Milk recording
data is vital in this decision making process, and
without it the risks are simply too high. In reality a
minimum of 6 recordings per year are required to
get solid information on Milk Solids and SCC. It is
also important to have milking recording data
available which is less than 4 weeks old at time of dry
off. Therefore, it may be necessary to schedule an
additional milking recording shortly to ensure there
is suitable information available to you to cover the
spread in dry off dates in your herd.

How to select cows for selective dry cow
therapy

To be considered suitable for selective dry cow
therapy, a consistent bulk tank SCC level of less than
200,000 is required, with a new infection rate of less
than 10% in the previous dry period. The new/recent
infection rate in the milk recording preceding dry off
should be less than 5%. It is extremely important to
culture and sensitivity test a number of milk samples
from your herd to find out what mastitis causing
organisms are present. Take a number of samples
from high cell count cows of varying age, as well as
a bulk tank sample. If samples from clinical cows were
taken and frozen before treatment during the year
these can also be included and provide useful

information about what was happening in the herd
during the year. Care is needed to ensure good
hygiene when taking samples to avoid contamination.
As well as being useful for deciding which antibiotic
to use in your herd, the sample results will also tell
you if Strep Agalactiae is present in your herd. Strep
Agalactiae is a highly infectious mastitis, and for this
reason selective dry cow therapy is not recommended
in herds where it is found. Once it has been
established that your herd is suitable for selective dry
cow therapy, individual cow information must be
assessed to determine which cows will only receive
a teat sealer, and which cows require both antibiotic
and sealer tubes. The Milk Recording SCC profile
screen on ICBF is a useful way to filter individual cow
information. A common recommendation for
selecting cows is to have an average SCC of less than
100,000, and no individual recording greater than
200,000 in the year.

First year of selective dry cow therapy

However, I would recommend a more cautious
approach if this is your first year of selective dry cow
therapy. Select cows which have an average SCC of
less than 50,000 for the year, and no recording greater
than 100,000 during the year. Do not select any cows
for selective treatment which have had a clinical case
of mastitis during the year. It is also advisable not to
select cows with warts, leaky cows, or other cows
which are difficult to teat seal. Only dry off an easily
manageable number of cows at one time, and
remember good hygiene is critical. TASAH

Dry Cow Consultations are available again this year.
These are free veterinary consultations to enable
farmers to engage with their vet and develop a farm
specific dry cow treatment strategy. For further
details on how to apply visit the Animal Health Ireland
website. It cannot be over emphasised how important
milking recording is for the successful implementation
of Selective Dry Cow Therapy on your farm. For
herds who plan to start milk recording next year, it
is advisable to do at least one recording this autumn,
while all herds should ensure that their first recording
next spring takes place within 60 days of the first
calving. This will allow you see how successful your
dry cow management is this winter.

SELECTIVE DRY COW THERAPY

From January 2022, dairy farmers will be required to move away from Blanket Dry Cow therapy
and adopt a more selective approach based on infection levels within individual cows. Reducing
antibiotic usage, as well as being a potential cost saving, is aimed at slowing the development
of anti microbial resistance (AMR).



1. REGULAR MACHINE CHECKS:  using simple daily,
weekly and monthly checks will keep your machine
problem free, and provide an early warning if
anything is amiss. Check out the farm Guidelines
on the AHI website for more detail.
https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/cellch
eck/

2. TEAT DISINFECTION: Do not stop during the
summer months! Completely cover every teat, of
every cow, after every milking. It’s the most
effective way of preventing new infections and
reducing SCC. Some disinfectants also act as fly

repellents, helping reduce the number of flies in the
parlour during these warm evenings- don’t forget
that flies also carry mastitis-causing bacteria.

3. MILK RECORD: By recording your cows regularly
(at least 6 times per lactation) you can easily see
what’s happening within your herd- which are the
problem cows or top performers? Use the
CellCheck Farm Summary Report to see the areas
of excellence, and those that need attention. All this
information will be extremely useful when it comes
to drying off cows.

CELLCHECK REMINDERS FOR JULY

CellCheck 500 Winners

Patrick, Diane & Sean Desmond Ardea Dunmanway

Stephen Buttimer Kilvelogue Ballineen

John Hodnett Jnr. Froe Rosscarbery

Sean White Pallas Clonakilty

Ciarán Hurley Kilkernmore Clonakilty

Harry Bennett Ballyduvane Clonakilty

Mark & Eleanor Bennett The Miles Clonakilty

Liam Hurley Cahir Clonakilty

Kevin Collins Carhuvouler Ballineen

John F. Walsh Maulrour West Ballinascarthy

John Kingston Ahaliskey Ballinascarthy

There are 96 cows in milk,
yielding 21.8 ltr/day at 3.9%
B.F. and 3.64% P (month to
date).  This equates to 1.7 kg
of milk solids per head per
day.  SCC is running at 116
and TBC at 4.

SCC is a little high but with about one third of the herd
to calve in October, this late lactation milk is bound
to be a little high.  Cows are on a 19 day rotation and
are being fed 3 kg of a 14% ration in the parlour.

Grass continues to demand our attention with covers
remaining on the low side and quality being
questionable in some paddocks.  A grass walk on July
14th showed a farm cover of 570 kg/ha, with growth
at 56 and demand at 50.  Stocking rate has now
dropped to 3.9 lu/ha after all calves were sent to the

outside block to silage after grass.  They also got their
first dose before they left.  We have used the Repidose
wormer bolus again this year.  It should give them
protection for 12 to 18 weeks while allowing for some
immunity to lung work to build up.

With just over a month to go before we start to build
covers for the autumn, our focus now has to turn to
ensuring all rubbish is removed from any remaining
paddocks.  Some paddocks have been ear marked for
baling and some for topping.  We will wait until there is
some rain in the forecast to do this.
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