
MILK SUPPLY

February 2021 Milk Supply: 5.88 million litres.
February 2020 Milk Supply: 5.63 million litres
This represents a 4% increase on 2020.
Milk supply for March to date is up by 10%.

MILK PRICE

The base price for February has been increased by 1.5
cent per litre and the 1 cent per litre contribution from
the Volatility Fund has been eliminated. The result is a
0.5 cent per litre increase which gives a February price
of 34.42 cents per litre including SCC bonus and VAT.
The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 4.44% butterfat and 3.38%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       38.08
Fixed Milk 4 =  36.24
Fixed Milk 5 =   35.59
Fixed Milk 6 =  36.97
Average Price = 38.04

DAIRY MARKETS

Dairy markets have improved over the past month on
the back of positive demand and muted supply.

The improvement has been driven mainly by butter
which saw price increases of over €300 per tonne. The
cheddar cheese market in contrast has not moved
significantly. It is hoped that the better price would
divert more milk towards butter production allowing
a lift in cheddar prices as the season goes on. Milk
output in Europe so far this year has been slow with
some of the bigger milk producing countries such as
Germany, France and the Netherlands all back on last
year.  Meanwhile Chinese demand for milk products is
holding up well as is retail demand in Europe and the
U.S. in the absence of Food Service.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

We are currently milking 88 cows with 12 left to calve. 
Cows are milking well at 27.5 ltr/day at 4.36% BF and 
3.41%P (for the month to date).  This equates to 2.2kgs of 
milk solids per cow per day.  SCC is running at 83, TBCs 
at 8 and Thermodurics at 100.  Happy enough with that 
for now.

Grass is becoming a bigger part of the diet now with cows
out full time for the last week.  They are also getting 2kgs
DM of sugar beet before evening milking and between 3
and 5kgs of a 16% dairy ration in the parlour.

We did a grass walk on March 16th which showed that we
had an average farm cover of 844kgs of DM/HA, a growth
rate of just 10kgs since the last walk at the end of February.
The warm dry weather now will hopefully boost this, with
Teagasc Moorepark saying that growth could reach 30kgs
by the weekend.  Our current demand is 30kgs so this
would be very welcome.  At this point we have 55% of the
farm grazed and will need to make the rest last until about
April 10th.

With the calving season coming to an end, our focus now
starts to switch to Spring breeding.  Our annual TB test is
due in early April and we plan to use this time to scan the
Autumn calvers and check any non-cycling Spring calvers.
It is hoped to have all animals calved forty days or more
available for breeding on May 1st. (planned mating start
date).  Sexed semen will again form part of the breeding
programme, with all heifers and cross-bred cows being
targeted.  We have also signed up to use GENE IRELAND
bulls.  Remaining bulls will be chosen using ICBF’s Sire
Advice App.  This HerdPlus feature is useful to identify bulls
suitable to address any imbalances in overall herd EBI.  Our
herd EBI is €150 with production scoring well at €62 but
fertility at €47 needs attention and this is where our focus
on bull selection will be this Spring.

After a very wet February (351ml) ground is only now
starting to recover but longer days and warmer
temperatures should speed this up.  With silage fertilizer
spread and milking platform up to date with N, all we can
do now is wait.  Hopefully we are well set up for a good
grass growing year.
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Water Quality Week

Water quality week is brought to you by Teagasc in collaboration with Carbery and Dairy Sustainability Ireland and
the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO).  During the week, water quality focused information and advice
to farmers to help minimise losses of nutrients, sediment and pesticides to water from their farming practices will
be provided.

Further information on water quality week is available on www.teagasc.ie/farmingforwaterquality, from your local 
co-op sustainability advisor and www.watersandcommunities.ie
You can keep up with the week’s events on the Carbery and Teagasc Twitter pages and through Teagasc, 
Facebook and Instagram pages as well as the websites below. The theme for each day is in the table below. 

How to reduce Nitrogen losses at farm level

Diffuse nitrogen (N) loss is a key pressure on water quality. Losses typically occur in ‘light’ free draining soils, which
water can easily permeate through.

Understanding how N losses occur is critical to mitigating against it. Losses typically occur where excess nitrogen
fertiliser is applied above the crop requirement, especially when crop growth conditions are poor. When this happens,
excess N in the form of nitrate in the soil not utilised by the grass or crop may be lost or leached to groundwater
during heavy or prolonged rainfall. The reason for this is that nitrate does not bind tightly to soil and is prone to
this type of loss through leaching in free draining soils.



Early and late nitrogen applications at farm level are usually the highest risk to water quality. Grass growth in the
early months of the year (January/February) can vary.  The response to N is generally low at this time of year
which can result in poor recovery by the crop and increased risk of loss to water.  Soil and weather conditions
need to be monitored prior to applying N early in the early growing season.

Generally N losses are minimal during the active growing season due to reduced rainfall and the crops requirement
is higher during this period.  However care needs to be taken with the amount of chemical N applied as we enter
autumn time, as this is typically a period of increased rainfall and decreasing crop growth.  The closed spreading
season is the period of the year with greatest risk of N loss to surface and groundwater, with up to 45% of the
years N lost during this period.

Ways to minimise N leaching on your farm:

�� Minimise leaching by using the right product (e.g. protected urea), in the right place at the right rate and time

�� Use low emission equipment (LESS) when spreading slurry as this will allow for a reduction in the amount of
chemical N required and it will also reduce ammonia losses to air

�� Before spreading nitrogen or slurry, ensure there is no heavy rainfall forecast, soil temperature should be
greater than 5.5 degrees and climbing, grass growth rates increasing and ground conditions trafficable

�� Ensure soil fertility is optimum for lime, P and K. Follow your nutrient management plan (NMP). On moderate
to highly stocked farms aim for P and K index 3

�� Maintain buffers near water courses when spreading slurry in line with regulation (at least 5-10m)

�� Soil sample regularly and update your NMP

�� Ensure soil is not compacted, this will allow the root system of plants to access and absorb available nutrients
readily

�� In tillage situations, maintain green cover for as long as possible to absorb excess N. Tillage farmers should
consider sowing catch/cover crops to avoid soils lying bare during the susceptible times of Autumn and Winter

Nitrogen Use Efficiency (NUE)

Nitrogen Use Efficiency is a relatively new term.
NUE calculates all N farm inputs vs the farm
outputs (milk, meat, crops).  N input sources on
your farm typically come from chemical fertiliser,
purchased feeds (concentrates and forage) and
organic manure.

Nitrogen use efficiency on livestock farms across
Ireland is typically 20 -25% at present, in other
words 20 - 25% of the N inputs on the farm are
captured in farm products sold.  By improving this
figure, we can also reduce losses to water, the
target is to increase NUE to 35% on grassland
farms.

What can farmers do to improve NUE?

�� Implementing the above measures

�� Reduce use of chemical N through better use of slurry & use of clover

�� Improving grass growth and utilisation

�� Feeding less concentrates and/or lower protein concentrates, particularly during the grazing season

Improving NUE has many opportunities not only to improve water quality by reducing nitrogen losses through
leaching, but also by reducing costs and increasing profitability at farm level.


