
MILK SUPPLY

April 2021 Milk Supply: 16.14 million litres.
April 2020 Milk Supply: 15.41 million litres
This represents a 5% increase on 2020.
Milk supply for May to date is up by 6% .

MILK PRICE

There is no change in price for April. The base price
at 3.6% Butterfat and 3.3% Protein remains at 35.08
cents per litre including SCC bonus and VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 3.95% butterfat and 3.41%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       37.42
 Fixed Milk 4 =  34.52
  Fixed Milk 5 =   33.89
 Fixed Milk 6 =  35.23
  Average Price =  37.34

DAIRY MARKETS

There has been no significant change in markets
since last month with muted global supply and
decent demand supporting prices at their current
levels. Cheese continues to lag most other dairy
commodities, but it is hoped that this will correct
itself in due course as milk flows towards these
better returning products.

MILK BONUS

Your bonus payments for the 2020 trading year are
included in your milk/goods account this month. I
would like to thank everyone whose support for the
Co-op during the year enabled it to pay these

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION
substantial bonuses amounting to €2.2 million in
total.

Bonus payments are as follows:
● Milk supplied – 1.6 cent per litre (including

Carbery bonus of 0.5c and VAT).
● Ruminant Compound Feeds Purchased - €10

per tonne
● Pig Feed Purchased - €5 per tonne
● Fertilizer Purchased - €7 per tonne
● Grain Supplied - €8 per tonne



NITRATES

LISAVAIRD FARMS

We are currently milking 99 cows with all animals calved since April 28th.  Cows are yielding just over
25.5ltrs per day with B.F. at 3.77% and P at 3.51% (month to date).  This equates to 1.93kg of milk solids
per cow per day.  Watching the B.F. % and litres slide is a bit disappointing.  It is mainly due to the poor
grass growth and the start of the third rotation.  Cows are going into covers of 1,000 and it seems to be
just running through them.  Fat dipped below protein for one collection so we went in with bales of silage
and this seems to have “stopped the rot” with our last B.F. Test at 3.8%.

We completed another grass walk on May 16th ( in the hope of finding some grass).  Average cover is at
516 kg/ha (target 550-800), with a growth rate of 40kg dm/ha/day.  The corresponding walk last year
showed a growth rate of 80kg so that would explain why grass is so scarce.  We have, however, had a
couple of good growing days over the last week and things seem to be moving at long last.

Breeding for the main herd started on May 1st and after three weeks we have had a submission rate of
92%, at least one positive from a challenging spring.  Bulling heifers were sent to the outside block after
four weeks of breeding to sexed semen.  The preference would
have been to keep them at home for another couple of weeks to
pick up any repeats, but the lack of grass has meant they would be
better off away from the milking platform.  They were all tail
painted leaving and most of it still seems untouched, so fingers
crossed the Aberdeen Angus hasn’t had much to do.

After a cold April and a wet May (140 mm to date), a warmer week
is forecast.  Heat is what is missing from the equation at this point.
It would be nice to get back to growing lots of grass and producing
milk cheaply.

FREE WATER QUALITY ASSESSMENT & ADVICE
FOR ALL FARMERS

The Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme (ASSAP) is now open to all
suppliers in the Lisavaird Co-op catchment.

Farming is coming under increasing pressure, particularly in relation to our perceived impact
on the natural environment. Improving water quality and waterways linked to farms is an
essential step in being able to defend and protect the reputation of farmers as custodians of
the land. ASSAP was founded in 2018 to take action to improve water quality and has shown
a net improvement in water quality of 17% in priority areas for action across the country. As
a result of the positive impacts of the programme, Carbery are now opening this service to all
suppliers. Carbery’s dedicated sustainability advisors are available for a farm consultation which
will involve a farmyard and land assessment and river and drain assessments. Farmers will
receive targeted measures with multiple benefits for: water quality, air quality (ammonia),
biodiversity, climate, flood mitigation and other sustainability targets at farm level. This is a
free, confidential service and this is the first time it has opened to farmers outside of areas
for action. If you would like to get involved, contact Eleanor Hayes for further details.
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