
MILK SUPPLY

August 2021 Milk Supply: 13.53 million litres.
August 2020 Milk Supply: 12.87 million litres
This represents a 5% increase over last year.
Milk supply for September to date is up by 10%.

MILK PRICE

There is no change in price for August milk. The base
price at 3.6% Butterfat and 3.3% Protein remains at
36.14 cents per litre including SCC bonus and VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 4.16% butterfat and 3.53%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       40.30
 Fixed Milk 4 =  36.11
  Fixed Milk 5 =   35.46
 Fixed Milk 6 =  36.84
  Average Price =  40.09

DAIRY MARKETS

Following on some weakness in July and August
markets have strengthened again over the past few
weeks and at this point look reasonably solid to year
end.

Milk output in Europe is still lagging behind last year
and global demand remains firm. China continues to
import large volumes of milk powders.

This demand for skim milk powder means the
butter/SMP combination continues to outperform
cheese in terms of it’s return per litre of milk.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

NDC/ORNUA MILK AWARDS Congratulations
to James, Mary and Shane McCarthy, National
Finalists.



On many farms this is the time of year, in advance
of drying off, when culling lists are created. There
are multiple reasons why cows are added to this
list including infertility, lameness and old age.
Having a persistently high SCC or being
chronically infected with mastitis are also
important reasons why cows should be culled. If
a cow has had three or more clinical cases of
mastitis during the current lactation, she should
be added to the culling list as she is likely to be
a source of bacteria and infection for other
healthy cows. I know sometimes this is not an
easy decision to make as one or more might be
your favourite cow that has worked hard for you,
but by culling these cows you are protecting the
healthy young cows which are the future of your
herd.

It is worth remembering that dry cow antibiotic
treatment does not cure all existing infections
and many studies have shown that for older cows
with chronic infection, the cure rates are even
lower. Some particular bacteria can be very
difficult to treat successfully in any age group.
Sometimes, culling cows is the only way to
eliminate these infections. A small number of high
cell count cows can have a significant effect on
bulk tank SCC level and milk quality payments.

Milk recording is the most accurate way of
identifying these persistently infected cows and
any time of the year is a good time to start milk

recording. In fact, there is a lot to be said for
starting now when you are not under pressure
with fresh calvers or training new heifers, as can
be the case in the spring. If you need some extra
motivation, recent studies have shown that along
with many other benefits, herds that milk record
have:

● 11.3% higher gross margins,
● 13.5% higher milk yields and
● 26.3% lower average bulk tank SCCs, than herds

that didn’t milk record.

So what are you waiting for?
For more information, contact your local Milk
Recording service provider- Munster Bovine 022
43228

GETTING READY FOR THE 2021 DRY PERIOD

LISAVAIRD FARMS LIMITED

We are currently milking 56 cows yielding 19.5 
lts/day @ 4.27% B.F. and 3.7% P (month to date). 
This equates to 1.95 kgs of milk solids per cow per 
day.  SCC is running at 108 and TBC at 4.  Cows 
are being fed 2 kgs of a 14% ration in the parlour 
and are now on a 30 day rotation at grass.

Grass has grown really well over the last 3 weeks
and we are now carrying our heaviest cover so far
this year at 1,100 kgs D.M./Ha.  Strong growth,
coupled with a reduced demand as a result of
drying off the Autumn calvers has led to a cover/l.u.
of 355.  Luckily the weather has been in our favour
and has allowed us to get good clean outs with dry
cows mopping up after the milkers.

Scanning has been completed on the Spring calvers
and surprisingly only 9% are empty (including culls),
after 11 weeks of breeding.  We would normally
be in the 13%-16% range so really happy with this
result.  In other health related topics, the dry cows
have received their Salmonella and RotaCorona
vaccines.  Autumn calving heifers will get theirs
when they come home from the outside block over
the next few days.

There are a few bags starting to develop in the dry
bunch so it won’t be long before the peace and
quiet will be broken.  For now we will just enjoy
the fact that both the farm and cows are full of
grass.


