
MILK SUPPLY

December 2021 Milk Supply: 3.67 million litres.
December 2020 Milk Supply: 4.35 million litres
This represents a 15% decrease on 2020.
Milk supply for January to date is down 6%.

MILK PRICE

The price for December milk has been increased by
a further 1 cent per litre. This gives a base price at
3.6% Butterfat and 3.3% Protein of 40.77 cents per
litre including the winter SCC bonus of 0.88 cent and
VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 4.64% butterfat and 3.62%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       48.58
Fixed Milk 5 =  39.11
Fixed Milk 6 =   38.41
Fixed Milk 7 =  39.89
Average Price = 48.23

CARBERY MILK BONUS

Carbery have declared a bonus of 0.5 cent per litre
(plus vat) on 2021 milk supply.

This is being paid out by the Coop this month and
details are included in your December milk
statement.

DAIRY MARKETS

Markets remain strong as a result of reduced supply
and solid demand. Butter, skim powder and casein
are particularly strong with cheese still trying to
catch up.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION
As yet there is no sign of milk supply globally react-
ing to the increased prices, perhaps due to a com-
bination of higher feed and fertilizer prices and
tighter environmental restrictions.

LISAVAIRD FARMS

We are currently milking 56 cows, 49 autumn
calvers and a handful of late spring calvers.  They
are currently yielding 29.5 ltrs @ 3.93% B.F. And
3.3%P (month to date) which equates to 2.19kg of
ms/cow/day.  SCC is running at 69 and TBC at 8.
They are being fed a diet of 2:1 grass silage, maize
silage and 5 kgs of a maize/beet balancer ration in
the parlour.

We have managed to get the milkers out for a few
hours over the past week to tidy up some grass we
left behind us last back end.  No change in the tank
or P% yet, but as we are in the middle of breeding
for next autumn, they are enjoying the extra space
to express heats.

A grass walk completed on January 4th shows us 
with an average farm cover of just under 900kgs of 
dm/ha, indicating that the farm grew 6kgs a day since 
the  previous walk on November 22nd, proof, if it 
was needed, that we have had a mild winter so far.

2021 was a strange and sometimes challenging year
for managing grass with 13T of grass/ha grown,
down a half tonne on the previous year.  At least
this year has started off on a better footing.

Here’s
hoping for a
successful
calving and
grazing
campaign for
2022.



NITRATES

The aim of this month’s topic is to encourage those of you that don’t milk
record to begin doing so.

Motivating people to milk record is a bit like motivating people to start exercising in January! It’s a cliché
of exercise that the “first step is the hardest”. It can feel like that short walk from your front door to
the park, or the gym has many obstacles but once you begin exercise you feel better for it. It’s the same
with milk recording. Committing to doing it is the most difficult part because once you start and see the
benefits it brings you won’t want to stop. To get the most from your milk recording, book your first milk
recording for 6 weeks after you started calving.
Don’t wait until all the cows have calved, as the
earlier you begin in lactation the more information
it will provide.

Herds that are milk recording get a CellCheck Farm
Summary Report after each recording highlighting
the areas of good mastitis control and areas that
could be improved. Milk recording identifies and
facilitates the management of problem cows and
has the potential to dramatically improve milk price
by decreasing your herds overall SCC. What’s not
to like!

A number of resources are available to help farmers
understand the summary report including milk
recording organisations, veterinary practitioners
and advisors. Make use of this support as failure to act on the milk recording results limits the potential
benefits from milk recording.

The most obvious benefit of milk recording is that it allows you to
track your best and worst producers. This enables you to make
management decisions such as which cows are under performing
and may be suitable to cull, or which cows are high performers and
are more suitable for breeding replacements. Milk recording adds
significant value to any surplus breeding stock being sold off the
farm and if a cow has to be culled for TB, higher levels of
compensation will be available if they, or their ancestors have been
milk recorded.

To get the best information from milk recording, the first milk recording should be done within 6 weeks
of calving and the last recording within a month of drying off and the remainder spread out during the
rest of the lactation. For milk recording to inform both mastitis management and drying off decisions,
you need to do at least 6 throughout the lactation.  ICBF coordinates the Irish milk recording service
and there are two types of milk recording services available, the Recorder service or the Electronic DIY
service.

Contact your local milk recording organisation to find out more and to book
in your first recording now, to get the date that suits you!

MILK RECORDING - WHAT’S NOT TO LIKE?

A: This shows the average SCC of each lactation and the
number in each lactation greater than 200,000.


