
MILK SUPPLY

January 2021 Milk Supply: 3.03 million litres.
January 2022 Milk Supply: 2.97 million litres
This represents a 2% decrease on 2021.
Milk supply for February to date is back 4%.

MILK PRICE

The price for January milk has been increased by a 
further 2 cent per litre. This gives a base price at 
3.6% Butterfat and 3.3% Protein of 42.84 cents per 
litre including the SCC bonus and VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 4.38% butterfat and 3.43%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       48.17
Fixed Milk 5 =  36.20
Fixed Milk 6 =   37.60
Fixed Milk 7 =  38.65
Average Price = 47.90

DAIRY MARKETS

Markets continued to strengthen through January
and into February. Weaker milk flows over the past
few months, low stock levels, and decent demand
are combining to boost pricing on all commodities.

Milk output from all the major milk producing
regions, including Europe, the US and New Zealand
is back month on month compared to the previous
year.

Cheese prices are finally moving on although still
with a significant gap to the returns from other
products.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION LISAVAIRD FARMS

We are currently milking 77 cows, (48 autumn
calvers and 29 spring calvers).  They are yielding just
under 29 ltrs @ 4.4% B.F. And 3.5% P (month to
date).  This equates to 2.2kgs of milk solids per cow.
SCC is running at 8 and TBC at 9.  Pretty happy
with that.

Cows are on a diet of 2:1 grass silage:maize silage,
with 3-5kgs of a maize beet balancer being fed in
the parlour.

We had some grass in the diet up until the weather
broke and to date about 15% of the milking platform
has been grazed.  A grass walk ten days ago gave an
average farm cover of 900kgs/HA and the farm had
grown 10kgs/HA/day since the previous walk in the
middle of January.  The farm grew an average of
6kgs a day over winter.  About 65% of the milking
platform has received 23 units of nitrogen in the
form of Urea and all silage ground has received
3,000 gallons of slurry.

Autumn A.I. Finished on
February 10th which
should give us an end
date of November 20th

for autumn calving.  We
have a non-return rate
of 63% but won’t know
for sure how well the
breeding has gone until we scan next month.  We
have used sexed semen again this year on heifers
and selected cows.

After a very dry January (64mm), it was always on
the cards that February could be damp.  So far
(February 18th) we have had 150mm so ground has
become sodden again.  Here’s hoping it dries up
soon so cows can get back out and start producing
some cheaper milk.



NITRATES DEROGATION

Milk quality for the rest of the year depends on what you do now!

Milk quality for the whole lactation may depend on the success of mastitis control at calving as the period
around calving (from two weeks before calving up to 2 weeks after calving) is the highest risk period for
mastitis infection to occur.

Cows are very susceptible to infection around calving because their natural defence mechanisms are low.
New infections occur and subclinical infections which have persisted through the dry period may flare
into clinical cases. Special care in this period will pay off.

�� Calve in a clean dry environment with adequate space- if your knees are wet after kneeling, it is
not dry enough for calving cows!

�� Be alert to the number of cases of mastitis occurring, especially in freshly calved heifers as this is
an indicator of the hygiene of the calving and housing environment. If greater than 5% of your
cows and 15% of heifers have had mastitis in the first month of calving you should investigate.

�� It is recommended that each farm establishes a procedure to ensure that all cows are stripped
for the first 8 milkings.

�� Look for changes in colour and consistency, including yellowy brown or creamy colours, blood,
clots, lumps, flakes or watery milk.

�� It is good practice to check all cows with a California Mastitis Test (CMT), before milking them
into the bulk tank-this will help you find any cows with subclinical mastitis.

�� Don’t forget to wear gloves and disinfect after stripping a cow with mastitis as the bacteria can
be spread to the next cow you strip.

�� Milk freshly calved cows as soon as possible after calving and milk out completely and disinfect
teats post milking.

�� Ensure that milk from the colostrum and transition phase is not included in the bulk tank. Cows
with a positive CMT result should be excluded from the tank for an extra 2-4 milkings to reduce
the risk of an increased bulk milk SCC. Discuss the need for treatment with you vet-some of
these cases may self-cure.

�� Clinical and subclinical cases that are missed can dramatically increase the bulk milk SCC. Early
detection and treatment of clinical mastitis reduces the risk of severe cases developing and
reduces the risk of infection being passed to other cows, and the development of chronic
infections.

�� Recording all clinical cases is essential, to monitor mastitis levels in your herd. A clear, easily seen
record on a blackboard or whiteboard should be made during milking and transferred at a later
date to a more permanent record.

�� Milk samples should be collected (aseptically- ask your vet to show
you the correct technique!) from clinical cases before starting
treatment, and can be frozen for 3 months allowing a couple of
samples be sent to the lab together for culture and sensitivity. This
helps build up a profile of what bacteria are in your herd, where they
come from and what antibiotics are likely to work.

�� Don’t forget to book your first milk recording to record cows within
the first 6 weeks of calving to get the best information possible.

MILK QUALITY



NITRATES DEROGATION

Shinagh Farm will demonstrate that Irish dairying can be sustainable
environmentally, economically, and socially.

A key aspect of farm environmental sustainability is
how much wild nature exists on the farm – the
extent of habitats such as hedgerow, woodland,
wetland, earth banks, ditches, and semi-natural
grassland.  The new Space for Nature eco-scheme
reflects DAFM’s interest in retaining wild nature in
the farming landscape, with farms above 7% habitat
cover qualifying.  The EU would like to see greater
ambition, with a 10% habitat target being set by the
EU’s 2030 Biodiversity Strategy.  Shinagh
Management have agreed to match that ambition
with a roadmap for biodiversity laid out to meet the
7% target this year and work towards the 10%
target over the next decade.

As of 2022, Shinagh Farm has 6.45% habitat cover, half of which is hedgerow underscoring how important
hedgerows are for wild nature in Ireland.  Shinagh also has ancient Oak Woodland, at least dating back
to the 1830’s, a very valuable and rare habitat in Ireland, and for which Native Woodland Scheme
conservation grants are available.

To reach the Space for Nature eco-scheme 7% target the following measures are being implemented in
2022:

- Increasing field margins on selected south facing hedgerows by 1.5 meters (+0.4%)
- Creating a wetland out of a persistently waterlogged pasture (+0.1%)
- Managing mown lawn areas as wildflower meadows (+0.08%)
- Creating a new species rich hedge along a driveway (+0.06%)
-

Each of these measures aims to maximally increase biodiversity while minimising impact on production
and will result in a habitat cover of 7.09% by the end of 2022.  Additionally, a Barn Owl box will be
erected in disused shed.  The southwest is a stronghold for Barn Owls, so farmers providing nest boxes
and making some space for nature on the farm can help conserve this iconic yet endangered species.

Longer term, the 10% target will require Shinagh management to consider replacing the 2.2% of the farm
planted with Sitka forestry.  Replacing the Sitka with native woodland massively increase biodiversity as
Ireland has the lowest cover of native forestry in Europe.  An additional 0.5% can be achieved by
experimenting with agroforestry in a small unproductive pasture, meaning Shinagh would be well on the
way to the 10% target.

If you would like to see the work being done at Shinagh, farm walks will be starting in March/April.

FARMZEROC - BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT AT SHINAGH DAIRY FARM
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