
MILK SUPPLY

March 2021 Milk Supply:13.27 million litres.
March 2022 Milk Supply: 12.54 million litres
This represents a 5.5% decrease on 2021.
Milk supply for April to date is back 5%.

MILK PRICE

The price for March milk has been increased by 4
cents per litre. This gives a base price at 3.6%
Butterfat and 3.3% Protein of 47.75 cents per litre
including the SCC bonus and VAT.   The average
prices paid for the month, based on the average
constituents of 4.19% butterfat and 3.31% protein,
are as follows –

Variable =       51.32
 Fixed Milk 5 =  34.17
  Fixed Milk 6 =   35.52
 Fixed Milk 7 =  36.53
  Average Price =  50.91

FIXED MILK PRICE SCHEMES

Lisavaird has a small number of suppliers and
approximately 3% of our total milk supply involved
in fixed milk price schemes. As you can see from the
figures above the gap between the variable price and
the fixed prices at this point is in the order of 15
cents per litre. Whilst the numbers involved are
small the huge increase in input costs combined with
the low fixed prices has the potential to cause
considerable difficulty for this group.

Consequently the Carbery and Coop Boards have
sanctioned a once off 5 cent per litre payment on the
proportion of their milk in fixed schemes for these
suppliers. The funding is a combined effort from
Carbery and Ornua and payment will be made in
May with the April milk payments.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

As a farmer, why is mastitis control
important to you?

Mastitis and high somatic cell counts (SCC) can
result in significant losses on any farm as mastitis
reduces milk yield and leads to poor quality milk.
Together, these factors erode the milk income
received by farmers and processors. Research has
shown that the average dairy farmer can improve
net profitability by at least 1 cent per litre by
improving mastitis control to reduce SCC to an
achievable and sustainable level.

Programme Goals for 2025

For any new entrant to dairying and as a general
refresher to those that are well established in
dairying, CellCheck is the national mastitis control
programme. It is coordinated and facilitated by
Animal Health Ireland AHI) and was launched in
2010 in response to industry concern that bulk tank
somatic cell counts (SCC) had been slowly rising
since the late 90’s. It was also recognised that there
was little or no coordinated approach to mastitis
control at that time, often with inconsistent advice
being given to farmers from various sources.

CELLCHECK TIP OF THE MONTH

DAIRY MARKETS

Markets continued to strengthen in March and into
April with the downward trend in global milk
supply which began in the last half of 2021
continuing into 2022. Forward prices would
indicate that prices should stay strong for much of
the year.

Cheese prices, while still behind the butter/skim
combination, are also looking more favourable as
we go into the Summer.



NITRATES DEROGATION

PARASITE CONTROL
CellCheck is supported by a Technical Working
Group (TWG) and an Implementation Group
(IG). The TWG is comprised of experts from a
variety of fields who are tasked with drawing up
factual resources, the development of decision-
making tools, and the identification of areas for
further research and development. The
CellCheck Implementation Group plays a key
role in the strategic direction and delivery of the
CellCheck programme, as well as exploring and
addressing the key industry challenges.

The IG is composed of representatives from all
industry stakeholder bodies.  Significant progress has been made in the udder health of the national herd
since the establishment of CellCheck with national SCC reducing from 272,000 cells/mL in 2009, to
182,000 cells/mL in 2021.

One of the most important activities within the CellCheck programme has been to establish a national
SCC database. Since 2014, the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine (DAFM) has been collecting
bulk tank SCC data directly from the milk processors and Co-ops. This dataset has been invaluable in
agreeing common industry targets and demonstrating progress in udder health nationally.

New programme targets, to be reached by 2025 were established by the Implementation Group in 2021,
which address not only SCC but also milk recording and data collection. The series of industry agreed
targets are as follows:

Goal 1 - SCC target

● 80% of national milk supplied with an SCC <200,000/mL.
● 75% of milk supplied between January and April with an SCC <200,000/mL.

Goal 2 - Milking Recording target

● Increase of 15 percentage points annually for 2 years, from 43% of herds recording in 2020 and 5%
increase annually thereafter aiming for over 90% of herds to be milk recording by 2025.

● Increase the average number of recordings per annum from 4.5 to 6.

Goal 3 - Data collection target

● 30% of dairy farmers recording mastitis treatments online.
● 75% of dairy farmers recording dry cow treatments online.

The Implementation Group recognises the importance of these
measures in terms of both driving forward further improvement in the
national SCC (which has been relatively static since 2017) and addressing
the challenges of the Veterinary Medicine Regulations from now on in
terms of the transition to selective dry cow therapy.



This Week is Critical for Grass and Silage
Advice for Farmers

Plan now for next winter!

Complete a simple feed budget comparing
projected winter  feed demand to planned silage
area and feed reserves.

1 hectare of average first cut silage will feed 3.5
cows (or 7 weanlings)  for the winter. Build in a
feed reserve of at least one month.

Make sure to close enough area for silage. Farms
should have 100% of  their winter feed requirement
secured by mid-August. Lower stocked  farms
should aim to make 75% of their silage as first
cut.

Grass and Silage are the Cheapest

On good swards, 1 tonne of protected urea (46% N)
applied  should yield close to 45 tonnes of fresh
silage. This is better  value than buying concentrates
next winter.

Graze leafy swards over  the next few weeks to
maintain feed quality-  skip heavy covers and  cut
these as silage

Aim for high quality silage

Good quality silage will improve animal
performance  and reduce concentrate feed costs
over the winter.

Do not cut back on first cut fertiliser and rely on
delayed cutting to make  up the yield difference - it
will reduce both yield and quality of silage for  the
year. Target a late May cut of good yield and quality
(early June at the  latest if grazed before closing).

An average first cut silage crop needs at least 100 kg
N per hectare (80 units  per acre) including slurry,
and 18-20 kg P plus 90-100 kg K to feed the crop.

Apply fertiliser N now

65% of annual grass is grown before the end of
June – adequate fertiliser N is required to achieve
the grass growth potential.

Making up feed deficits is harder later in the year as
response to fertiliser N is lower than in April and
May.

Soil temperatures are now averaging 80C or higher.
With daylight hours also increasing

the conditions for grass growth are good – apply
fertiliser N to required levels now.

Plan to apply lime on low pH soils as soon as
possible, after first cut silage is a good opportunity

Tillage Incentive Scheme (TIS)

There is still time to avail of the Tillage Incentive
Scheme (TIS)  worth €400/ha
What do you need to do?
•Increase your tillage area of eligible crops in 2022
compared to 2021
•The increased area must come from ploughed
grassland
Spring barley can still achieve good yields when
sown up to mid-  April. A 6.5 t/ha (2.6t/ac) spring
barley can return a margin of €800/ha (including
TIS)

Multi-Species Swards & Red Clover

Farmers can now avail of the Red Clover Silage Measure
and the Multi Species Sward Measure

For both measures, once approved, a payment of €50
per  12kg bag of multi-species seed or red clover
silage sward seed  purchased (up to the approved
maximum) will be made to the Co-op/Agri-retailer
and deducted from the price paid by the farmer.

Seed must be purchased by 31st August 2022.
Apply online at www.agfood.ie by 14th  April 2022.

The National Fodder and Food Security  Committee is tasked by government  with preparing an industry response,
contingency plans and advice to assist  farmers in managing their farm enterprises  through a period of high input
price  inflation and potential supply pressures.  Supports and advice are available to all  farmers through your
Teagasc advisor, at  your local Teagasc advisory of f i ce or  on  www.teagasc.ie/feedsecurity



NITRATES

LISAVAIRD FARMS LTD

We have 95 going through the parlour at the moment with three left to calve.  Hopefully we will be
finished calving by April 25th.

Production at the moment is running at 27 ltrs/cow (2.08 kg of milk solids per cow).  B.F is 4.01%,
P is 3.48%, S.C.C. 71, T.B.C. 7 and Thermo’s 130 (month to date).

Grass has started to move over the last week or ten days with soil temperatures rising and the bit
of moisture.  Our last grass walk on April 11th showed an average grass cover of 800 kg of D.M./Ha
and a growth of 30 kg, growth for the coming week is predicted to be in the mid 40’s so the farm,
hopefully, is starting to motor.  As a result of
this we have left out the bulling heifers and put
them with the milking herd.  We do this every
breeding season as we only have to keep an eye
on one breeding mob and identify any bulling
heifers is easier this way.

Breeding for next Spring starts on May 1st  but
an autumn herd scan after an annual T.B. Test
(clear) showed 14% of Autumn heifers were
empty (after a six week season).  These empty
cows will be bred as they come into season
from now on.  Some of them are on the “to
cull” list but will be bred to dairy beef, to keep
options open.

On the crops front, we have ploughed 6.5 acres for fodder beet after spreading 3,000 gallons of
slurry on to burnt off grass.  It has also been limed and we are now waiting on a few good days to
give us a good seed bed to sow into.

We also stitched clover into an old open three acre paddock on the milking platform.  The plan is
to graze this every 15 to 18 days to allow light into the base of the sward and to reduce N
applications from mid-season onwards.  The same paddock only grew 10 tonne of D.M./ha last
year.  It will be interesting to see if it improves much over the next few years and also to see if  we
can reduce our reliance on chemical N.

Cow Testing in Carbery

Cow sample for SCC   =        €1/sample

Cow sample for Antibiotics = €1/sample

All samples must be clean and labelled with labels provided by the co-op

From May 1st samples that are not labelled correctly will not be tested.


