
MILK SUPPLY

April 2021 Milk Supply: 16.14 million litres.
April 2022 Milk Supply: 15.50 million litres
This represents a 4% decrease on 2021.
Milk supply for May to date is also back 4%.

MILK PRICE

The price for April milk has been increased by 3
cents per litre. This gives a base price at 3.6%
Butterfat and 3.3% Protein of 50.92 cents per litre
including the SCC bonus and VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 3.92% butterfat and 3.43%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       54.19
Fixed Milk 6 =  33.83
Fixed Milk 7 =   35.16
Fixed Milk 8 =  36.17
Average Price = 53.61

DAIRY MARKETS

Global milk supply for the year to date is estimated
to be 1% behind last year and this is continuing to
underpin strong markets for dairy. Demand remains
positive with the warning that retail prices have yet
to reflect the surge in commodity prices.

Cheddar prices continue to close the gap on the
butter/skim combination and will continue to do so
for the next few months.

The market for Mozzarella is also quite strong at the
moment.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

FIXED MILK PRICE SCHEMES

For those milk suppliers on fixed milk price 
schemes the 5 cent per litre on your full years fixed 
volume, which was agreed at last months Board 
meeting, is also included in this month’s payments

BONUS PAYMENTS

A milk bonus of 1 cent per litre on your total 2021 
milk supply (for qualifying suppliers) is included  in 
this months milk payment.  Trading bonuses of €10 
per tonne on all compound feed purchased in 2021 
and €13 per tonne on fertilizer has been credited 
to your trading account.  Bonuses of €5 per tonne 
on pig feed and €10 per tonne on harvest grain 
have also been paid out this month.

As the fine weather and high temperatures
approaches, suppliers are asked to keep a clear
watch on the operation of the bulk milk tank.

1. Temperatures are to be checked before and
after each milking keeping an eye out for slow
cooling.

2. Ensure the radiators are clean and free from
obstruction. Clear where necessary with soft
brush and low water pressure taking care not
to damage the fins or the motors.  DO NOT
USE A POWER WASHER.

3. In the event of a breakdown make sure your
service engineer is informed as soon as possible
keeping in mind the cut off time for late calls.



LISAVAIRD FARMS LTD

There are currently 95 cows going through the parlour and, disappointingly, one cow left to calve.
Production at present is 28.7 ltrs/cow at 3,8% B.F. And 3.63% P.  This equates to 2.2 kg of milk
solids/cow.

Cows are being fed 3 kg of a 12% dairy ration, mainly as a carrier for Cal mag and minerals.  Grass
has exploded over the last week as farm covers shot up to 956 kg/ha or 213 kg/L.U.  160 to 180 kg
is where we need to be at this stage in the year so we will have to start dropping paddocks out for
bales as soon as the weather settles a bit.  Two paddocks have already been baled and we are doing
a little bit of pre-cutting/topping also to ensure grass quality for the next rotation.  Not a bad position
to be in and a very different place to where we were this time last year.

First cut silage was taken early again this year with 35 acres picked up on May 2nd.  Some seed heads
were starting to show in the hybrid grass (a third of the total area) so its quality was only going to
deteriorate if we left it too much longer.  Slurry and fertilizer have now been spread for second cut.
Six and a half acres of fodder beet was also sat around the same time and, like everything else around
here, it is bursting out of the ground.

The Spring breeding season started on May 1st and to date (17th) 89% of all cows have been submitted
for mating.  Disappointingly, 30% of heifers have shown no signs of heat and on veterinary advice, 4
have received a coil.  A further 3 got a shot of Estrumate so hopefully by the end of the month, all
will have had a serve.

No two years seem to be the same in this business and this year is certainly very different from last
year with sky rocketing input costs, a 7 cent/ltr price increase over the last two months and coming
into peak supply months, in a season of exceptional grass growth and grazing conditions is very
welcome.  The challenge now is to maximise on our grass potential.

Climate Actions for the Month of May




