
MILK SUPPLY

May 2021 Milk Supply: 17.79 million litres.
May 2022 Milk Supply: 17.05 million litres
This represents a 4% decrease on 2021.
Milk supply for June to date is back 3%.

MILK PRICE

The price for May milk has been increased by a
further 2 cents per litre. This gives a base price at
3.6% Butterfat and 3.3% Protein of 53.05 cents per
litre including the SCC bonus and VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on the
average constituents of 3.89% butterfat and 3.44%
protein, are as follows –

Variable =       56.34
Fixed Milk 6 =  33.83
Fixed Milk 7 =   35.16
Fixed Milk 8 =  36.17
Average Price = 55.68

DAIRY MARKETS

Markets are staying strong with no sign of higher
milk prices leading to any great surge in production
worldwide.

The expected drop in demand from higher product
pricing is beginning to show but dairy alternatives are
also increasing in price.

Forward prices for the next few months on all the
main dairy commodities look solid at this stage.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

Robert & Shirley Shannon: Droumgarriffe, Ballinascarthy
P.J. Dineen:   Brade, Union Hall
F. & K. Cahalane: Bawnlahan, Union Hall
Sean Desmond:  Ardea, Dunmanway
Stephen Buttimer:  Kilvelogue Ballineen
Tim, Noreen & Brian O'Mahony:  Bohonagh, Rosscarbery
Timothy & Breda Hurley:  Cahirbeg, Rosscarbery
Mark & Eleanor  Bennett:  The Miles, Clonakilty
James M. Kingston:  Maulnageragh, Clonakilty
Liam Hurley:  Cahir, Lyre
Kevin Collins:  Carhuvouler, Ballineen
Finbarr O'Neill:  Knocks, Ballineen
John F. Walsh:  Maulrour West, Ballinascarthy
M.& N. Gurranes Farm Ltd:  Gurranes, Ballineen
Timothy O'Donovan:   Boulteen, Enniskeane
Finbarr Hayes:   Killeagh, Rosscarbery
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Why do I need to change my liners every 2000 milkings or at least every 6
months?

The milk liner is the only part of the milking machine that comes into direct contact with the cow so
their condition is critical for mastitis control and efficient milking. Over time, worn liners reduce
milking performance, decreasing the speed and completeness of milking, increasing teat end damage
and the spread of mastitis bacteria. Liners lose their elasticity and become collapsed as rubber
deteriorates naturally over time which gets worse with exposure to the cleaning products used for
machine disinfection in particular chlorine. When liners become worn, they take longer to open but
will close early due to their tendency to collapse under vacuum.

The interior of the liner can also become rough causing small tears in skin of the teat and this roughness
makes cleaning and disinfection difficult allowing bacteria to build up. These increase the potential of
mastitis and cross-contamination between cows. The industry recommendation is to change liners
after 2,000 milkings or 6 months, whichever comes first. It is important to check the inside of the
liners regularly to see if they are soft and smooth or rough and cracked.

The choice of liner is very important in reducing teat damage and any increase in mastitis incidence.
A well aligned good quality liner should fit the teat cup shell as it must collapse fully around the base
of the teat. If not, blood will not be able to circulate leading to teat end swelling (oedema) and damage
resulting in ‘wedging at the top of the teat (Figure 1) or abnormal amounts of ‘ringing’ at the base of
the teat (Figure 2).

The liner also needs to have a soft flexible mouthpiece that forms an airtight seal with the base of the
teat adjacent to the udder. This minimises liner slip and cluster fall off. Poor contact can take place in
cows with small, very large or splayed teats or heifers with turgid teats due to excessive udder swelling.

Herds that have increased in size, with parlour size staying the same, sometimes forget that each
cluster is milking more cows now than it might have a few years ago meaning that liners may need to
be changed every 3 or 4 months.

CELLCHECK TIP OF THE MONTH

Figure 1: Teat wedging Figure 2: Ringing at base of teat



LISAVAIRD FARMS LTD

We are currently milking 92 cows and finally all
cows are calved.  Production at the moment is
running at 26 ltrs per cow at 3.8% BF, 3.6% P
giving 1.98 kgs of solids per cow.  TBC is running
at 5, SCC at 98 and thermodurics at 200 (month
to date).

Cows are still being fed 3 kgs of a 12% CP ration
and with grass growth starting to slow down a bit,
we will keep this up for the foreseeable future.
Cows are currently on a 20 day rotation, going
into covers of roughly 1400 kgs.  While not all the
milking platform has been cut/topped, there is
quite a bit of after grass out there and we try to
give the cows at least one feed a day of this top
quality stuff.

Grass growth for the next week is predicted to
be the same as this week at 59 kgs of DM/HA but
might drop into the 40’s in drier ground.  This is
one of those few times when a wet farm is a
blessing.  A grass walk on June 14th gave an average
farm cover of 852 kgs, cover per livestock unit of

188 and a growth rate of 65.  Our demand with a
stocking rate of 4.5 LU/HA is 66, so growth and
demand are evenly matched for now.

We hope to scan the bred heifers next week and
will hopefully be able to move pregnant ones off
farm straight away, reducing stocking rate and
demand for grass on the milking platform.
Breeding so far seems to have gone reasonably
well, with all animals being presented for service
within a month.  91% was submitted for breeding
in the first three weeks.  Week four was
disappointingly busy with repeats but things have
since gone very quiet.  Production is going well
well at the moment and I would put that down to
the quality of their diet.  We hope reproduction
will be just as good.

To work out exactly the number of days between liner changes, simply complete the following
calculation.

For example, if you are milking 100 cows in an 8-unit milking parlour twice a day, liners should be
changed every 80 days. If milking 200 cows, the number of days between liner changes is 40 days.
For more information, refer to CellCheck Farm guidelines  on the AHI website at the following
links Guideline 6 : Maintain and monitor milking machine function and Guideline 9:  Manage teat
sores and cracks.   Also see our short online video  When Should I Change My Liners .

ICMSA have decided to reduce its membership
levy contribution for the remainder  of 2022 due
to the increase in milk price.

Levy deduction will change from 0.15% to 0.1 %
for milk supplied from 1st May 2022 to 31st
December 2022.

ICMSA LEVY REDUCTION



Farming is coming under increasing pressure, particularly in relation to our perceived impact on the natural
environment. Improving water quality and waterways linked to farms is an essential step in being able to
defend and protect the reputation of farmers as custodians of the land. ASSAP was founded in 2018 to
take action to improve water quality and has shown a net improvement in water quality of 17% in priority
areas for action across the country. As a result of the positive impacts of the programme, Carbery have
opened this service to all suppliers. We strongly encourage all farmers to get involved in the ASSAP
programme. Carbery’s dedicated sustainability advisors are available for a farm consultation which will
involve a farmyard and land assessment. Farmers will receive targeted measures which can improve water
quality overall. It is a free and confidential service.

FREE WATER QUALITY ASSESSMENT & ADVICE
FOR ALL FARMERS

The Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme (ASSAP) is open to all 
suppliers in the Lisavaird Co-op catchment.

This is a free, confidential service and it is non regulatory. If you would like to get 
involved, contact Damien Kingston ASSAP Advisor with Carbery Group on 

087-6507861.

BENEFITS OF COMPLETING AN ASSAP ASSESSMENT

Full farmyard and land assessment carried out.
Over 200 Carbery farmers have completed ASSAP Assessments to date.

L to R: Dermot O’Leary, Chairman, Bandon Co-op,
Noel McGonigle, Irish Red Cross, Tim O’Regan,
Drinagh Co-op, Pat O'Connor, Irish Red Cross,
Cormac O’Keeffe, Carbery Chairman, Martina Lyne,
Irish Red Cross, Eleanor Hayes, Lisavaird Co-op, Teddy
Moloney, Irish Red Cross, Hugh Holland, Barryroe
Co-op, Jason Hawkins, Chief Executive, Carbery

Carbery Group were delighted to welcome
members of the Irish Red Cross to their Ballineen
HQ, to present the proceeds of a joint fundraising
effort undertaken by Carbery and the four West
Cork Co-ops: Bandon, Barryroe, Drinagh and
Lisavaird.

Employees from Carbery locations around the
world, Co-op employees and customers and West
Cork farmer suppliers all donated to the campaign,
with each Co-op and Carbery also pledging
corporate donations. More than €90,000 was
raised in total, with €75,000 donated to the Red
Cross Ukraine appeal and  €16,250 going to
UNICEF, also for their Ukraine appeal.  Carbery
and Lisavaird Co-op would like to thank everyone
who donated for their generosity and support of
the campaign.

CARBERY AND WEST CORK COOPS, EMPLOYEES & CUSTOMERS RAISE
€90,000 FOR IRISH RED CROSS AND UNICEF


