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October 2022

WEST CORK FARMING AWARDS 2022

CONGRATULATIONS to Ronald, Betty &
Brian Shorten, Woodfield, Clonakilty on
being a runner up in the 2022 Dairy Farmer
of the Year at the West Cork Farming Awards

CONGRATULATIONS to Albert Helen
Droumgarriffe, Ballinascarthy on winning the
2022 Beef Farmer of the Year at the West
Cork Farming Awards

MILK SUPPLY

September 2021 Milk Supply: 11.09 million litres.
September 2022 Milk Supply: 11.23 million litres
This represents a 1.3% increase on 2021.
Milk supply for October to date is up 7%.

MILK PRICE

There is no change in price for September milk.
The base price at 3.6% Butterfat and 3.3%
Protein remains at 57.27 cents per litre including
the SCC bonus and VAT.

The average prices paid for the month, based on
the average constituents of 4.51% butterfat and
3.73% protein, are as follows –

Variable =       68.30
Fixed Milk 6 =  47.10 (including 9c paid out)
Fixed Milk 7 =   48.58 (including 9c paid out)
Fixed Milk 8 =  49.70 (including 9c paid out)
Average Price =  67.89

DAIRY MARKETS

The last few weeks has seen a softening in some
dairy commodities. Pricing for butter and skim milk
powder has come back by 5-6% - albeit from very
high levels. Spot prices for Mozzarella are also some-
what weaker.

Cheddar is stable at a high level – although there are
signs of weakening demand from higher pricing
availability is still tight.  Overall, milk supply is still
behind last year which continues to support the
markets at these levels.

MILK INFORMATION



We are currently milking 78 cows, 54 spring calvers and 24 autumn calvers, yielding 20 ltr @ 4.46%
B.F. And 3.95% P (month to date) which equates to 1.73 Kg of milk solids per cow.

We are very happy with the protein this autumn and can only
put it down to better quality grass as a result of not carrying
too heavy covers into the Autumn.  Long may it continue,
although once silage becomes a bigger part of the diet, it will
probably crash.

Cows are currently on a diet of grazed grass/zero grazed
grass and 6 Kg of a 16% dairy nut (autumn calvers).  Spring
calvers are on 3 Kg of the same ration.  Because of a very
wet forecast, we have decided to house cows by night from
October 18th.  A mix of 3rd cut bales and some zero grazed
grass will be fed at night and hopefully graze by day until about
November 10th.  We will also introduce fodder beet gradually
into this regime from October 19th.

Autumn calving kicked off in late September and to date
(October 18th) 24 have calved.  This leaves 18 to calve and all should be done by the middle of 
November.  We had some issues with milk fever early on but thankfully it seems to have settled down 
now.  The only fly in the ointment is the ratio of bulls to heifers, running at 3:1 at the moment.

With the days darkening and the weather and ground turning wet, our focus turns now to getting
winter ready.  That said, we still have a nice bit of grass out there and our challenge now is to try to
get this grazed off without doing damage and set up paddocks for next spring.

LISAVARID FARMS LIMITED

Tuesday 8th November @ 8.30pm
Celtic Ross Hotel, Rosscarbery

Information meetings for shareholders will take place on
Monday and Tuesday the 7th and 8th of November

Monday 7th November @ 8.30pm
Fernhill House, Clonakilty


